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Britain and France may be in a
high-level spat over the future of
the European Union, but on the
ground links between researchers
forges ahead. Last month
University College London (UCL)
signed a research alliance
agreement with Université Pierre
et Marie Curie (UPMC) and the
Ecole Normale Supérieure (ENS),
with the ambition of creating a
three-centre base of world
excellence in neuroscience and
the cognitive sciences.
Over the next five years the
three centres will pool their
expertise and facilities with a view
to making significant advances in
the field, working towards a
greater understanding of the
human brain and conditions such
as Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s
disease and psychiatric disorders.
Collaboration has already
begun with the plans for a new
neuroimaging centre, Neurospin,
in Saclay near Paris under the
auspices of the French
Commissariat d’Energie
Atomique (CEA). This will provide
powerful magnets for brain
scanning to which scientists from
all three centres will have direct
access. As a result of the
alliance, UCL vice-provost
Richard Frackowiak will become
director of the department of
cognitive science at the ENS. 
The alliance is also planning a
two-year masters degree in
neuroscience, with one year
spent in Paris and one in London.
Workshops will be organized with
scientists from both cities, and
the ambition is that these will
promote joint projects, joint
supervision of students and
sharing of equipment and
expertise. “This is a unique
opportunity to capitalize on the
intellectual strengths we have in
Europe,” said Frackowiak.
“The agreement between UCL
and UPMC, which is the major
French science university partner
of ENS, will enable the creation of
bi-national doctoral programmes
offering students from both
countries a wide range of
advanced training and tutors in
the research groups of the three
partners,” said Gabriel Ruget,
director of the ENS. “Our aim is
for the quality of these
programmes to attract the best
European, American and Asian
students we already receive via
current institutional relationships
across the continents.”
The hope is that such new
alliances will lead to further
collaborations and bolster
Europe’s research strengths,
whatever problems the EU’s
budget might yet bring.
New links bring together Paris and
London in an effort to forge world-
class neuroscience research.
Nigel Williams reports.
New links: The Institute of Neurology in London will be home  to new collaborations
between University College London and two Paris institutions. (Photo: UCL.)
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